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BIRD MONITORIN




Fermilab and the birding community.
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Teaching at the Morton Arboretum for the past 20 years
has provided many opportunities to share in a formal
setting and Fermilab is a great venue. This is just one way
to demonstrate the value of Fermilab’s natural areas.

Birding organizations in Kane and DuPage counties often
organize outings to the areas of Fermilab open to the
public.




Fermilab data collection with new discoveries every yeat.
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Graphical Summaries

A total of 290 bird species have been recorded at Fermilab.

The 1987 to 1991 survey period produced 4285 records and 238 species.
The 1992 to 1996 survey period produced 4469 records and 243 species.
The 1997 to 2001 survey period produced 4672 records and 252 species.
The 2002 to 2006 survey period produced 4575 records and 241 species.
The 2007 to 2011 survey period produced 4308 records and 235 species.
The 2012 to 2016 survey period produced 4673 records and 250 species.
The 2017 to 2021 survey period produced 3081 records and 213 species.

Below are some graphical summaries of the survey results.

Species vs Time and Period: A plot of the number of species versus time of year for the combined survey as well as for each {
Species vs Time and Survey Combination: A plot of the number of species versus time of year broken down by the various cof
records occurred.

Species vs Time and Status: A plot of the number of species versus time of year broken down in terms of the following catego
Year round residents: Occur regularly throughout the year.

Summer residents: Occur regularly through the summer months but not in winter.

Winter residents: Occur regularly through the winter months but not in summer.

Migrants and vagrants: Fit none of the above categories.
Species vs Time and Family: This plot shows how the family composition of migrants evolves during migration periods.
User Defined: Make your own plot.




Thirty years of bird monitoring at Fermilab.
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Click on the bar charts to see larger versions.
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Downy Woodpecker
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Northern Flicker
Olive-sided Flycatcher
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Yellow-bellied Flycatcher :
Acadian Flycatcher
Alder Flycatcher

Willow Flycatcher

Red-headed Woodpecker

(Melanerpes erythrocephalus)
u

M 2007-2011 M 2012-2016

Status: Summer Resident. Last recorded on site in 2016
Breeding Status:-

1987 to 1991: Confirmed 1992 to 1996: Likely but not confirmed
1997 to 2001: Confirmed 2002 to 2006: Likely but not confirmed
2007 to 2011: Confirmed

The Patuxent web-site provides more general information about this species.

At this time of year, this species is rare on site.

Occurred as an uncommon summer resident and breeder. However, numbers have declined steadily and since year 2000, records have been
scarce on site. Breeding birds are most often found in the woods along Indian Creek.

Photoraphe?. Gene
Oleynik.




Grassland species populations fluctuate greatly from year to year but
there are still some obvious trends.
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Woodland species seem to be taking the biggest hit.




Wetland species are the biggest mystery.




Species Count
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Fermilab Christmas Count December 16, 2017
56 species found and 2543 total birds counted. Species of particular note are:

Common Merganser, a notable
high count of 126.

Two Bald Eagles was a record
high count for Fermilab.

} ,f‘ Red-breasted Nuthatches showed
2 up in unprecedented numbers, 26.

Pine Siskin is a rare winter visitor -
to Fermilab and this is only the
second time it has been recorded
oh the CBC, a count of 12.

" Merlin was a first CBC record for
Fermilab,

Eastern Phoebe was a first
December record for Fermilab.




