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SEARCH COMMITTEE STEERING COMMITTEE

Committee Leadership

• Paul Kearns - (Chair); Laboratory Director, Argonne National Laboratory
• Mark Thomson – (Vice-Chair); CERN Director-General designate, Professor Experimental Particle Physics, Cavendish 

Laboratory – University of  Cambridge; (Former) Executive Chair of  Science and Technology Facilities Council

FFDG Members/Board

• Jack Anderson – Interim Vice President for National Laboratories, University of  Chicago
• John Mester – President & Chief  Executive Officer, Universities Research Association
• Cherry Murray - Professor of  Physics and Deputy Director for Research, Biosphere2 at the University of  Arizona; former 

Director of  the Department of  Energy’s Office of  Science
• Tracey Quinn, (Committee Liaison), Associate Vice President, Office of  National Laboratories, University of  Chicago; Corporate 

Secretary, FFDG

Support to Committee:

• Gayle Maloney, Board Relations Strategist, Office of  National Laboratories, University of  Chicago 
• Executive Recruitment Firm – Opus Partners



SEARCH COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

• Sekhar Chivukula, Distinguished Professor of  Physics, University of  California, San Diego

• Jay Gambetta, Vice President of  Quantum and IBM Fellow, IBM

• Andrea Ghez, Professor of  Physics, UCLA; 2020 Nobel Laureate in Physics; Director, UCLA Galactic Center Group

• Doon Gibbs, Emeritus and Former Director, Brookhaven National Laboratory

• Karsten Heeger, Chair and Professor of  Physics, Yale University; Co-Chair, Particle Physics Project Prioritization Panel (P5)

• Beate Heinemann, Chair, Board of  Directors, Deutsches Elektronen-Synchrotron (DESY)

• Joe Incandela, Distinguished Professor and Former Vice Chancellor for Research, UCSB; Former Spokesperson, CMS

• Jonathon Jarvis, Director, Accelerator Research Division, Fermilab

• Patty McBride, Distinguished Scientist, Fermilab

• Chris Mossey, Member, Board on Infrastructure and the Constructed Environment, National Academies of  Sciences, 
Engineering and Medicine; Former Deputy Director, LBNF-DUNE-US, Fermilab

• Jen Raaf, Senior Scientist and Division Head, Neutrino Division, Fermilab



NOTIONAL PROCESS & TIMELINE

Oct 
2024

Contract 
Award

Oct-Dec 
2024

Contract 
Transition

Jan
2025

New Contract 
start

Lia Merminga 
steps aside. 
Young-Kee Kim 
appointed as 
Interim LD

Mar - May
2025

Search 
Committee 
formation

Parameters of  
search defined

May - June 
2025

Position 
posting; new 
website

Stakeholder 
engagement

Jun – Jul 
2025

                 
Sourcing of  
candidates

Development 
of  leading 
candidate list

Initial 
interviews

Jul-Aug 
2025

Due diligence 
&  complete
interviews

Develop 
report &
submit final 
recommend-
dation(s)

Aug-Sep 
2025

Finalist 
Interviews by 
FFDG

FFDG agrees 
on finalist

Sep 
2025

Ongoing 
vetting and 
DOE 
coordination

Oct 
2025

Approval of  
Finalist by 
FFDG Board 
Chair

Outreach to S-1

Oct-Nov 
2025

Offer 
Extended

LD 
appointed/. 
announced

Dec 2025 -
Jan 2026

New LD 
starts



EXPECTATIONS 

• Provide candid but constructive feedback

• Respect one another

• Listen to what others are saying

• Take turns; allow everyone to express themselves

• Avoid person-specific references

• Share forward-looking information

• Feedback shared should be kept in confidence

• If  virtual, please keep your camera on



QUESTIONS

• What do you see as the short term (next 2-3 years) and long-term 
 (5-10 year) priorities for the next director?

• What do you believe is the most significant issue for the next 
director to address and/or the greatest challenge the director 
will face?

• What do you feel are the most critical characteristics/qualities 
needed in the next laboratory director? 

• Is there anything else you think the Search Committee should 
consider/know?



Thank you 

for your time & 

thoughtful feedback 
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FERMILAB 
DIRECTOR 
SEARCH 
WEBSITE 

Detailed information about the Fermilab Director Search, 
including opportunities to provide feedback and comments,          
is available on the official Fermilab Director Search website: 
https://www.fnal.gov/pub/directorsearch/index.html 

https://www.fnal.gov/pub/directorsearch/index.html
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